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Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                                                           (216) 524-4131         

                                                                                                           

 

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JANUARY 8, 2021    

 
 

 

One Year Ends, Another Begins 

 

I was stunned and saddened to see the chaotic siege of 

the U.S. Capitol this week.  It was an unprecedented 

assault on our democracy.   

We are a nation built on the foundation of law and 

order and decency.  Peaceful protests and debates are 

how we solve problems, not violence.  

I ask everyone to put politics aside and pray for unity.  May God bless and protect our 

great country and grant us peace.  

 

New Crime-Fighting Operation  

Cleveland law enforcement leaders celebrated 

the grand opening of the $10 million Cleveland 

Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force 

(OCDETF) Strike Force facility on Wednesday, 

Jan. 6.   

The 45,000-square-foot building is located in 

the Jennings Industrial Park off West Schaaf Rd.   

 

I was proud to join U.S. Attorney Justin Herdman 

and Police Chief Michael Kilbane, and local and 

federal law enforcement officials for the ribbon-

cutting ceremony and tour of the facility.  
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“This new facility will allow members of the Cleveland OCDETF Strike Force to more 

efficiently share intelligence and coordinate resources on investigations into drug 

trafficking organizations and others responsible for violent crime in the city of 

Cleveland and the outlying suburbs,” said U.S. Attorney Justin Herdman.  

Cleveland’s OCDETF Strike Force is the largest of the other 18 across the country.  The 

facility will allow real-time collaboration and centralized intelligence sharing between 

police, state, and federal investigators and other agencies.   

OCDETF Strike Forces investigate and prosecute criminal organizations, drug 

trafficking, violent gangs, street crimes, retaliatory homicides, carjackings, commercial 

robberies, and individuals and organizations involved in trafficking opioids. 

 

 

Ohio’s Phase Two COVID-19 Vaccination Plan 

Ohioans age 80 and older will be able to get a potentially life-saving COVID-19 vaccine 

starting Tuesday, Jan. 19.  Gov. Mike DeWine announced the second phase of the 

state’s COVID-19 vaccination plan on Thursday.  The state expects only 100,000 doses 

of vaccine will be available each week.  DeWine cautioned that there would be some 

delays with up to 450,000 Ohioans, age 80 and older.  

Each succeeding week another age group, such as 75 and older, 70 and older, and so 

on, will be eligible to receive a vaccine from one of the 1,700 registered providers in 

the state.  Vaccine providers include local health departments, hospitals, doctors, and 

some retail pharmacies.  County health officials are responsible for managing the 

distribution of doses.  

On Dec. 28, 2020, the Independence Fire Department 

was one of three cities that worked with the Cuyahoga 

County Board of Health (CCBH) to host drive-through 

COVID-19 vaccine clinics for first responders.  Because 

appointments were required, there were no long lines 

or delays.    

Last October, the Fire Department, and CCBH held a 

similar drive-through event to dispense flu vaccines 

and childhood immunizations.  

As Mayor, I am proud of the City’s successful track-record hosting drive-through 

health clinics.  I am hopeful that we can work with the CCBH to offer vaccines for our 

residents.  
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Coronavirus Testing at Hopkins International Airport 

 

COVID-19 tests are now available for travelers and the 

general public at Cleveland Hopkins International Airport.  

The move comes as an increasing number of countries and 

states require proof of a negative COVID-19 test for entry. 

 

Cleveland contracted with Georgia-based TACKL Health to 

set up four private testing rooms on the ticketing-level.   TACKL Health offers rapid 

tests with results available in about 15 minutes and the more accurate PCR tests, with 

results available within 2-3 days.    

Currently, the location does not accept health insurance.  Find more info at 

tacklhealth.com/cle.  

 

 

Real Estate Tax Deadline Extended 

 

The Cuyahoga County Treasury Department has extended the 2020 first half real 

estate tax deadline to January 28, 2021.  The deadline is being extended due to 

potential delays in the postal service, which prevented tax bills from getting to 

taxpayers promptly. 

 

Taxpayers are encouraged to utilize one of the following payment methods: 

 
 Mail: Mail your check or money order and the bottom portion of your tax 

bill. 
 Online: Pay by e-check or credit/debit card 
 Phone: Call 1-800-272-9829 to pay by credit/debit card for Spanish 

speaking: 1-800-487-4567 
 DropBox: Located at the County Administrative Headquarters 2079 E. 9th 

St., Cleveland, OH, for check or money order payments (Right-Hand Side 
of Main Entrance). 

 
Tax bills are being mailed out this week. Property owners can also view their bills 
online and find more information on the Cuyahoga County Treasurer website.  
 

 

Traffic Alert 

 

Catts Construction will begin repairing a damaged catch basin on Quarry Lane at 

Rockside Road starting Monday, Jan. 11, and continuing through the end of the 

workday on Friday, Jan 15., weather permitting.   

https://www.tacklhealth.com/cle
https://treasurer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/ways-to-pay.aspx
https://treasurer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/ways-to-pay.aspx
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To safely performing this work, southbound Quarry Lane will remain open.  However, 

we will redirect northbound traffic to Rockside Woods Blvd. South for egress to 

Rockside Rd.    

 

An off-duty police officer will be on-site while the work is being performed, and minor 

traffic delays are expected.   Please direct any questions or concerns to the Engineering 

Department at 216-524-1374 or by email at engineering@independenceohio.org.  

 

. 

 

mailto:engineering@independenceohio.org
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Saucy Brew Works   
 

 

Saucy Brew Works closed on the land purchase, the first step in its goal of building a 

$15M, 26,000 square foot brewpub and production facility in Independence.  Co-

owners Brent Zimmerman and Eric Anderson anticipate closing on construction loans 

this spring.   

 

Because the initial project was delayed for more than a year, the City will need to re-

approve the development plans, allowing construction to begin this summer.    

This would be the largest expansion of the four-year-old Cleveland-based brewpub 

chain.  It would more than triple their beer-making capabilities and include event space 

and an outdoor area.  

The 3.2-acre site is located at 5810 Rockside Woods Blvd. between the Embassy Suites 

by Hilton and the Topgolf Cleveland.  It is tentatively scheduled to open in mid- or 

late- 2022. 

 
Next week… 
 

Mayor’s Listening Night  Monday, January 11 from 5 - 6 PM  
(Phone calls only)    
 
City Council Meeting  Tuesday, January 12 
(Virtual via Zoom)    5:30 PM Caucus 
     7:00 PM Regular Council Meeting 
     Register here 
 

 
 
Weekly Finance Report 

Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Legislative Review for the Jan. 12th City 

Council Meeting here.   

 

https://www.saucybrewworks.com/
https://www.independenceohio.org/calendar.php
https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-488
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-twO4_2FQsIA/X-zu1YOT9MI/AAAAAAAAFWs/Bbuu-M3PNu4fzWxBonPbdyRWccX4mO1fgCLcBGAsYHQ/s1072/Saucy+Brew+Works-Independence-5s.jpg
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Gingerbread House Contest  
 
Thanks to all the families that participated in the Gingerbread House Contest last 

month.  The people’s choice winners from among the creative cookie constructions 

were:    

 
 

 
                         Majoras Family                                    Kandzer Family  
 
 
 

 
  Panzica Family  
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New Year’s Lunch 
 
The drive-thru New Year’s lunch on Wednesday, Dec. 30, was a huge success.  In 

addition to the pork tenderloin lunch, Lori’s Catering provided a complimentary 

dessert for the 444 residents who participated.   Happy New Year! 

 

 

 
 
 
National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day 
 

 
Every day, police officers work to make 

sure our community is safe and secure.  

National Law Enforcement Appreciation 

Day is Saturday, Jan. 9.   It is a perfect 

time to let officers know how much we 

understand their difficult work, appreciate 

their sacrifice, and are grateful for their 

dedication and service. 

     
     

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update, send your name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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